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The following organizations support the #ArabAmWomeninFP project by
committing to share the following inspiring stories on their social media platforms.
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Pioneer: Selwa Roosevelt

Ambassador Selwa “Lucky” Roosevelt was Chief of

Protocol of the U.S. from 1982-1989—almost seven

years and longer than anyone has ever served in

that position. In that capacity, she was in charge of

organizing over 1,000 visits of world leaders to the

United States. Ambassador Roosevelt was President

Reagan’s representative to the Washington

Diplomatic Corps.  She has received numerous

awards and after retiring as Chief of Protocol, the

Italian government made her a Grand Official of the

Order of Merit of the Republic of Italy.  She served as

Senior Editor of the Mediterranean Quarterly, and a

Vice Chairman of the Washington Roundtable of

CSIS.  She is the daughter of Lebanese immigrants.PC: U.S. Department of State



Pioneer: Donna E. Shalala

Congresswoman Donna E. Shalala serves Florida’s

27th District as an advocate for women’s rights, civil

rights, increased access to healthcare, better

education and public schools.  Shalala is the longest-

serving Secretary of Health and Human Services in

U.S. history who began her career in public service as

one of the country’s first Peace Corps volunteers in

Iran where she learned to defend democracy,

freedom, human rights, and the rule of law.  She was

a member of the Council on Foreign Relations

Independent Task Force on The Emerging Global

Health Crisis; and she received the Nelson Mandela

Award for Health and Human Rights (2010).  She is the

granddaughter of immigrants from Lebanon. PC: www.shalala.house.gov



Pioneer: Marcelle M. Wahba

Ambassador Marcelle M. Wahba is president

emeritus & distinguished fellow at the Arab Gulf

States Institute in Washington (AGSIW) & President

of DerMar International, LLC. Wahba retired from

the U.S. Department of State after a 22-year career

spent mostly in the Middle East.  She served as

Ambassador to the UAE and received the White

House Presidential Meritorious Service Award.

 Assignments in Washington included the Pentagon

as foreign affairs advisor and as deputy

commandant at the National War College.  Wahba is

a member of the Council on Foreign Relations &

serves on numerous boards.



Trailblazer: Dina Powell McCormick

Dina Powell McCormick  is an American financial

executive, social impact leader, and foreign policy

advisor, best known for having been the United

States Deputy National Security Advisor for

Strategy to President Donald Trump. Powell joined

the Trump administration during the transition

period and remained thereafter. From 2001 to 2007,

she served in the administration of President

George W. Bush as Assistant to the President for

Presidential Personnel and Assistant Secretary of

State and Deputy Undersecretary for Public

Diplomacy. She is currently on the management

committee of Goldman Sachs.



Trailblazer: Zainab Salbi

Zainab Salbi is an Iraqi-American humanitarian,

entrepreneur, author, and media commentator

who has dedicated herself to women's rights and

freedom. Salbi's experience with war sensitized

her to the plight of women in war worldwide.

When she learned of the war in Bosnia and

Herzegovina, few years after her arrival to the

US, she decided to act by founding Women for

Women International with her second husband

Amjad Atallah and dedicating her life to serving

women survivors of wars. Salbi was only 23 years

old at the time and the group started by assisting

33 Croatian and Bosnian women in 1993.

PC: www.womenforwomen.org



Trailblazer: Marwa Maziad

Dr. Marwa Maziad, is a Visiting Scholar at University of

Washington’s Jackson School of International Studies

& former Visiting Assistant Professor at Seattle

University.  An Egyptian-American with 20

years experience in international relations, she

appears regularly on BBC News (Arabic).  Dr. Maziad’s

academic publications focus on US foreign and defense

policies, as well as comparative civil-military relations

in the Middle East cases of Turkey, Egypt, & Israel.

She co-edited The Arab Gulf States and the West:

Perceptions and Realities—Opportunities & Perils. She

also founded Conflict Resolution Intervention Services

(CRIS), employing the Marwa Maziad MMMethod© to

“Confront and Deflate” interpersonal conflicts.



Influencer: Bassima Alghussien

Bassima Alghussein is Managing Partner of Alghussein

Global Strategies, an international government affairs

and communications consulting firm.  The D.C. based

firm's projects involve the U.S. Congress, U.S. Dept. of

State, European Union, British Parliament, Egyptian

Parliament, International Monetary Fund & the World

Economic Forum.  Alghussein is a Truman National

Security Project Political Expert & an Advisory Board

Member of Women of Color Advancing Peace & Security

(WCAPS).  She frequently appears on international

news outlets to discuss foreign and domestic policy

issues and has spoken on panels at the National Press

Club, the Washington Institute, the Turkey-Gulf

Security Conference and top international law firms.

 



Influencer: Assiya Ashraf-Miller

Assiya Ashraf-Miller, a career member of the Senior

Foreign Service, is the Deputy Assistant Secretary

for International Programs. She was previously the

Regional Security Officer in Kabul, Afghanistan,

and prior to that, Ashraf-Miller served as the

Deputy Chief of Mission in Muscat, Sultanate of

Oman.   Her past overseas assignments include

serving as the Regional Security Officer in Kuwait

and Syria. She worked for Overseas Buildings

Operations as the Site Security Manager in

Tashkent, Uzbekistan and was the Assistant

Regional Security Officer in New Delhi, India. She

began her career in Diplomatic Security Service’s

Washington Field Office. PC: U.S. Department of State



Influencer: Rola S. Hariri

Rola Hariri is an international defense trade and

security cooperation expert whose current work

includes consulting and leading a team of

strategists and policy analysts at DoD’s Security

Cooperation Agency.  Previously she managed

and implemented Department of State’s global

defense trade outreach strategy, coordinated

and implemented commercial defense trade

policies and risk analysis for U.S. defense trade

policy in the Near Eastern region.  Rola is a

seasoned leader with over eighteen years of

experience in private and government sectors.



“We have to wake up and we have to roar and
we have to stand up. That's not just the job
of an activist, that's every woman's job.” 
 ― Zainab Salbi


